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The Adjustment of Fruit Industry in Taiwan upon the
Accession to GATT/WTO

Chun-Teh Kuo, Min-Tze Wu, and Te-Yeh Ku

Food and Agriculture Department, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan

Summary

Taiwan fruit industry has made great progress on several tasks after Taiwan’s restoration
from Japan fifty years ago. Fruit species and varieties have been diversified. Fruit harvesting
period has been manipulated through the interaction of various geological and altitude factors.
The cultivation and management techniques have been improved to promote yield and quality of
various fruits. The demonstration and extension systems have been established and well
functioned.

Taiwan fruit industry has encountered many challenges last ten years. The wages are
increased due to the shortage of labors. The farmers are been getting aged. The rate of
professional fruit farmers is still low, which results in low productivity and high production and
marketing cost. Moreover, the amount of fruit importation is increased year by year which is
rather competitive in our market. It is foreseeable that there will be more competitive between
import and domestically produced fruits after Taiwan open more fruit market upon the accession
to GATT/WTO( General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade / World Trade Organization ).

The result of opening market will cause a heavy impact on our fruit industry. However, if we
find a way out to overcome the impact, the fact of joining GATT/WTO could creat an opportunity
for Taiwan fruit industry to adjust its production and marketing structures.

In the future, the structure of Taiwanese fruit industry need to be greatly adjusted. Fruit
quality must be continuously promoted. Fruit species and varieties have to be more diversified to
meet the consumer’s requirtment. Production and marketing cost should be further reduced by
promoting efficiency of orchard management. Last but not least, the soil and water resources have

to be seriouly conserved and properly utilized.
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