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The Management and Supervision of
Organic Agricultural Production
In Taiwan

Wen-Deh Chen
Agriculture and Food Agency, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan
Abstract

The principles behind organic agriculture consist of the
sustainable use and recycling of natural resources without utilization
of artificial chemical substances. They also emphasize a management
system for the conservation of land and water resources as well as
ecological balance, so that the goal of producing natural and safe
agricultural products can be achieved. The primary objectives of
organic agriculture are therefore to ensure that the ecological habitat
on which soil, plants, animals and human beings interdepend is
maintained in a healthy state, and that harmony between production
and livelihood can also be sustained. Many nations of the world have
indeed selected organic agriculture as one of their most important
target development plans.

Organic agriculture is an integral part of the country's agricultural policy
and aims to make agricultural production safe for human consumption. The
Agriculture and Food Agency has adopted the Council of Agriculture’s policies
of “health, efficiency and sustainable development” as its guiding principles in
the promotion of organic farming practices and development in Taiwan. Under
the authority of the Agricultural Production and Certification Act, the agency has
promulgated the Organic Agricultural Products and Organic Agricultural
Processed Products Certification Management Regulations as well as the
Imported Organic Agricultural Products and Organic Agricultural Processed
Products Management Regulations to strengthen the certification process of
organic agricultural products. According to these regulations, the certification of
organic products is mandatory. Any agricultural product claiming to be organic

must pass the certification process before it is allowed to be labeled as “organic.”.
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The agency has also been actively supervising farmers in adopting or expanding
organic production practices, improving production techniques, extending sales
channels, and utilizing organic production control. With these measures in
place, consumers will be able to enjoy safe and high-quality produce.

As of the end of May, 2008, the Council of Agriculture has accredited four
organic certification agencies, the MOA International Foundation of Nature
Ecology, the Taiwan Organic Production Association, the Tse-Hsin Organic
Agricultural Foundation and the Taiwan Formosa Organic Association, which
undertake organic production certification processes in Taiwan. The number of
farms certified for organic production was 925, which represents a total certified
area of 2,135 hectares, including paddy fields for growing rice, vegetables, fruit
trees, tea bushes and other crops. This constitutes 0.28% of the 2006 figure of
751,000 hectares of total arable land in Taiwan.
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