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ABSTRACT
Cheng, E. Y.", and Kao, C. H. 2000. Control strategy of the introduced snail,
Pomacea lineata, in rice paddy. Information on plant pest, disease and control
strategies 59 — 65. (Department of Applied Zoology, Taiwan Agricultural Research
Institufe, Council of Agriculture, Taichung, Taiwan, R.O.C.)

Pomacea lineata, a pest snail of paddy rice in Central America, was introduced to
Taiwan illegally for snail farming. When P. lineata was rejected by consumers, it was
released and led to epidemic damage in rice paddy as no biological control agents were
present. Although physically destroying the egg masses is effective, the main control
measure is by applying metaldehyde or triphenyltin acetate in infested rice paddy at the
seedling stage. Process for choosing effective control agents is thoroughly discussed.
Governmental efforts constitute the major part of nationwide control program, and an
annual expenditure of U.S.$ 1 million on molluscicides for the control program on
100,000 hectares has been made since 1982. After that, P. lineata control has become
routine practice for rice farmers. The emergent control of P. lineata has established a
pattern for crises control in plant protection, and this experience is discussed and

evaluated for establishing introduced pest control model in the future.

(Key words: Pomacea lineata, control strategy)
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