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On the Medicinal Plants of ‘Taiwan

II. Preliminary Notes on the Original Plants of Chinese
Crude Drug “Mai-Men-Tung” (&P 4)
Cultivated in Taiwan

Tsu~Jen Hung*

“Mai~-Men~Tung” is a kind of Chinese crude drugs which is used as pectoral, refigerant,
and tonic remedy. It is known that some species of Genera Liriope and Ophiopogon are
cultivated as original plants of this drug in the mainland of China, Japan, and Korea((®,
It is an interesting problem to clarify what species are cultivated commercially in the
Northern and Central Taiwan.

According to the results of actual survey in Northern and Central part of the Island
in May of 1960, the author found that two species of Genus Liriope were cultivated
commercially. In connection with this problem, the author also collected the wild specimen
from Suao (&R of Ilan (CHEE]) Prefecture and cultivated on the farm of Taiwan
Agricultural Research Institute, Taipei, for identification and examining its usefulness.

The author wishes to express his gratitude to Dr. Jisaburo Ohwi of The Japanese
National Museum of Science for his invaluable suggestions during his stay in Taiwan in
1967. He also wishes to thank Dr. C. C. Hsu, Messrs. M. T. Kao, and C. C. Chuang for
allowing author to use the literatures and herbarium specimens preserved in The Depart—
ment of Botany, National Taiwan University. Thanks are also due to Mr. C. T. Chen

for drawing the illustrations.

Table 1: Sources of specimen plants

Date of

Specimen ' Scientific Name Sources " Collection | Remarks
— Y N S
1. ! Liriope muscari Bairry l Chutung, Hsinchu Pref. ‘[ May 1960 Cultivated
\
2. [ L. angustissima Ormwi ‘ Shalu Taichung Pref. July 1961 Cultivated
3. [ L. spicata Lour. [ Suao, Ilan Pref. Oct. 1961 Wild
| |
Key to the species
1A. Leaves 814 mm. wWide «orererereerminiiiii i 1. L. muscari
1B. Leaves 2~4 mm. wide
2A. Leaves 2-4 mm. wide, 40-70 cm. long; without stolones; flower
many, dense‘ ........................................................................... 2 L a'ngustl'ssima
2B. Leaves 2-3 mm. wide, length up to 45 cm.; with stolones;
flowers relatlvely W, 100SE «rrrrreeerrrnunimnenetitiiiie et 3. L. spicata

# Junior Hortlculturlst Taiwan Agucultural Research Institute



28

Specimen No.1 (Plate 1)

Perennial, stemless, glabrous herb, with a shortened rhizome: Root fibrous, slender,
often nodulose: Lvs. radical, linear-lanceolate, narrowing at the base, 30-50 cm. long, 8-14
mm. wide, 1I-15 veined, apex acute: Scape 20-40 cm. long, numerous flowers: Raceme 8-12
cm. long: Fis. usually arranged in groups of 3-5 along the raceme: Tepals 4 mm. long,

violet to deep violet,

This species is chiefly cultivated in Northern part of the Island such as Taoyuan
(BEED, Hsinchu (F47) and Miaoli CHiZE) Prefectures. It is said that this species was
extended by a JTapanese Mr. Tokie Inamura (FaM1E#) before the world war 1L Though
its exact origin is still unknown, it is suggested that the specimen No. 1 has originated
from the main island of Taiwan or Isl. Lanhsu CBAWL) ** based on the fact that some
‘herbarium specimens from the same localities preserved in The National Taiwan University

are similar to the specimen No.l. Dr. Ohwi suggested that this species is Liriope muscari
Baitry.

In addition to the specimen No. 1, the author collected another cultivated plant
specimen “Kua-Tung” (4D from the suburb of Taipei City. It is somewhat similar to
the specimen No. 1, except for its stiff and thick leaves. The origin is still unknown and
the further investigation is necessary for the plant identification.

Specimen No. 2 (Plate 2)

Perennial, stemless, glabrous herb, with a shortened rhizome: root fibrous, slender,
often nodulose: Lvs, radical, narrowly linear, 40-70 cm. long, 2-4 mm. wide, 5-8 veined,
apex acute: Scape 25-50 cm. long, bearing numerous flowers: Raceme €-20 cm. long: Fls.
usually arranged in groups of 3 to 4 along the raceme: Tepals 4 mm. long, whitish to
deep violet,

This species is chiefly cultivated in the Central part of Taiwan, such as Shalu (Jbfg)
and Tachia (KH) of Taichung (Zrh) Prefecture. Dr. Ohwi pointed out that this species
is the one which he collected at Mt. Chi-Hsing-Shan CEAD *+* of Taipei (k)

Prefecture in 1933 and nomenclatured as a new species Liriope angustissima Omy$3X®,

Species No. 3 (Plate 3)

Perennial, stemless, glabrous herb, with stolones: Lvs. radical, linear, up to 45 cm,.
long, 2-3 mm. wide, apex acute, 7 veined: Scape 15-30 cm. long: Tls. arranged in groups

of 2-5 along the raceme, rather thinly flowered: Tepals 4mm. long, pale violet.

The author collected this specimen from Suao B of Nlan CEBE) Prefecture for
the purpose of examining its economic value. During the cultivation on the farm of
Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Taipei since no tuber formed, thus it is considered to
be no practical value. Dr. Ohwi suggests that this specimen plant is the narrow leaf sirain
of “Ryukyu Yaburan”. Though there is a different opinion that the scientific name of

** Isl. Lanhsu = Botel Tabaco---Europian name
= Isl. Kotosho ({IEHi) ---Japanese pronounciation

*#*Mt. Chi-Hsing~Shan = Mt. Shichiseizan:-Japanese Pronounciation
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“Ryukyu Yaburan” is Liriope gracilis Nuka;, however, it may belong to L. spicata

Loun. as suggested by Dr. Oy,
Summary

The original plants of Chinese crude drug “Mai-Men-Tung” cultivated in the Northern
and Central part of Taiwan were subjected to identification. It was found that the broad
leaved species cultivated in the Northern part of Taiwan was identified to belong to
Liriope muscari Baizry, and the narrow leaved species grown in the Central part of
Taiwan belongs to L. angustissima Onwi. The specimen collected from the coastal area of
the Northern Taiwan were assumed to belong to the narrow leaf strain of L. spicata

Lour. and its usefulness was evaluated.
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Plate 1.

Liriope muscari Barey




Plate 2. Liriope angustissima Onwi
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Plate 3.

Liriope spicata Loun.
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