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Environmental Impact Assessment of Transgenic Plants to
Target and Non-targent Organisms

C.L. Wang'*, H. D. Shih* F. C. Lin', and C. Y. Lin’

Agricultural Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan, Taiwan, ROC

Abstract

The decision of whether to release a transgenic plant from laboratory to open
field is closely associated with the results of environmental impact assessment. By
realizing the risks and the consequences through the process of the assessment,
harm to environment can be avoided by developing“approaches to prevent or
manage these risks«The possible impacts from transgenic plants with or without
toxic or antibiotic substancessare different. The assessment.should be conducted
case by case./Cultivation of transgenic plants may cause the occurrence of new
diseases and insect pests, the outbreak of minor diseases or mseects, or may harm

the beneficial ofganisms. This paper describes some important assessment items.

Key words: transgenic plant, target organism, non-target organism, environmental

impact assessment
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