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Abstract 

The collections and conservation of fruit resources reflect the 

development and power of a country. The importance of fruit resources 

and conservation has been well documented and emphasized by 

various countries in the world. Fruit production plays important role 

more than rice, vegetable and other crops and accounted for 36.75% of 

agricultural products in Taiwan in 2009. Introduction and exploitation 

of new fruit crops has significantly improved and will also 

continuously promote fruit industry in Taiwan. However, 

overproduction, increase of cost and pests has caused the decrease of 

fruit production area in past 2 decades. Introduction of new variety is 

one of main factors which will promote future development of fruit 

industry.  

Evaluation of fruit resources includes several steps. Survey of 

fruit resources contains genetic diversity (flowering/fruit habits, pests, 
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publications, researchers), availability of cultivation practice, 

propagation, use and marketing. Development of acceptable flavor, 

rapid propagation, cultural practices and season regulation are required 

as well.  

Fruit resources conservation and research have been conducted in 

Taiwan mainly locates at Agricultural Research Institute and its two 

branch stations. However, some important fruit crops are duplicated 

conserved and studied at other stations and universities as follows: 

deciduous fruits (TARI, COA), subtropical fruits, citrus, lychee, longan, 

pineapple (ChiaYi Station, TARI), tropical fruits, papaya, mango, wax 

apple (FengShan Station, TARI), banana (Taiwan Banana Research 

Institute), Annona species (Taitung DAIS), Indian jujube, wax apple 

(Kaoshiung DAIS) and new tropical fruits (Pingtung Tech).  
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