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Development and Extension of Multiple Tea Products

I-ming Juan, Yung-sheng Tsai, Ru-hwa Chang, Kim-schieu Lin
and Sheng-Shiun Yang
Taiwan Tea Experiment Station
Yangmei, Taoyuan, Taiwan, R.O.C.

Abstract

As food technology’s development and consumers’ seeking for new changes in taste, every sort of
food industry has been developed toward diversification because of the irresistable trend. Tea is without
exception. At present, the Taiwan Tea Experiment Station (TTES) aims at the research and development
on diversification in tea. The objective is not only for the promotion of tea and the enlargement of consum-
ing styles but also for solving the increases of by-products of tea such as fanning, stalk and dust, which
are caused by mechanical tea plucking. The research and development of tea multiple products has the
following special meaning : Various drinks such as sports drink, carbonated drink, juice drink and fiber
drink etc, have become a big hit in the beverage market in Taiwan. However, tea consumption is still
confined to the traditional consumption form. Apparently, the old style of consumption is quite deficient
in diversity and freshness, resulting in great loss of competition in the market. In order to overcome the
current impact of new wave of beverages on tea consumption, R&D effort towards new multi-use develop-
ment and finding new market segments is pretty necessary. As the consequences of the extension of
machine plucking in Taiwanese tea gardens, there is an obvious increase of by-product of made tea. If such
material can be reused to manufacture high-value products, it would undoubtedly increase farmers’
income. In view of modern lifestyles, busy and taut, manufacturing tea drink with simple, instant and
convenient use either in indoor or outdoor would meet the demands from different profiles of consumers.
So far to now, the TTES has R &D sorts of diversed tea products, such as : instant tea, canned tea, tea jelly,
caky tea, tea candy, tea powder, fruit tea, tea biscuit, flavoured tea, tea wine, tea cocktail and tea dishes.
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