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The Improvement of Sesame

Han-Ling Huang

Tainan District Agricultural Research and Extension Station, COA

Abstract

Sesame is one of the important oil crop in Taiwan, and the demand for sesame seeds is more
than 40,000 tons, but the self-sufficiency ratio of sesame in Taiwan is less than 5%. In light of food
safety, the government drew up regulations in 2014 in order to encourage farmers to cultivate sesame
and increase the self-sufficiency ratio of sesame. However, sesame production is highly labor
intensive and not mechanically harvested, and the sesame varieties for cultivation is poor and old. In
order to improve farmers’ willingness for sesame cultivation, we investigated the characteristics of
12 commercial varieties from other countries and 21 varieties which are selected in 2015 and made
the sesame crosses in the study. There are no variety with indehiscent or non-dehiscent capsules in
12 commercial varieties and 4 varieties with higher yield per plant than Tainan No. 1. In addition, we

made 9 sesame crosses from 2014 to 2016.

Key words: Sesame, Improvement.
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