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THE INVESTIGATION ON NOCTUIDS
OF FLAX

by
C.C. Tu and T.H. Lin
ENGLISH SUMMARY

By collecting larvae from the flax field to feed in the laboratory and capturing
adult with light trap, Tainan T.F.E.S. has carried the works of investigation and
classification of flax insects of the family Phalaenidae, for three years. Eight
speéies of this family were found: the corn earworm, Heliothis obsoleta Hiibner;
Tobacco cutworm, Prodenia Iitura Fabricus; noctuid caterpillar, Phylomeira inter-
miste Warren; army worm, Cirphis wnipuncte Haworth; noctuid caterpillar,
Anomis fimbriago Stephen; noctuid caterpillar, Phyfometra #¢ Hitbner; beet army-
worm, Laphygme exigua Hibner, and the black cutworm, Agrotés ypsilon Rottenberg.

The occurrence of these insects in flax field was investigated from December,
1963 to February, 1964. six species of the above insects except the beet armyworm
and black cutworm have been collected,

In December, the initial stage of flax growth, corn earworm was the insect
abunduntly occurred in the field, the next was tobacco cutworm, Predenia Iitura,
while none of the noctuid caterpillar, Phyfometra internista, was discovered. The
corn earworm reached its peak stage in January, the middle stage of flax growth.
P. intermixta and the armyworm were also found to be the important insect pests
at this time. Besides the serious injuries of corn earworm and tobacco cutworm
in February when majority of flax blossoming and bearing fruits, damages of the
noctuid caterpillar, P. émterminta and the armyworm also become to obvious.
Noctuid caterpillar, Anomiés fimbriage Stephen and noctuid caterpillar, Plytometra
#ni were also found.




