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Growth Habits and Flowering Pattern of Jojoba'
S. M. Chiu?

Summary

The growth habits and flowering pattern of jojoba (Simmondsia chinensis (Link)
Schneider) were observed in the green house at TARI, Taichung, during the period
from 1980 to 1981. Three types of growth habit were found among 50 plants: One each
of prostrate and leafy (or compact) types, and the rest open type. Leaf shape, leaf size
and internode length on the main stem varied according to the different type of growth
habit.

The dormant male flower buds appeared when plants were 7 to 8-months old,
whereas the female ones formed 2-3 months later. Both male and female dormant flower
buds blossomed only in autumn or winter and un-opened ones remained dormant.

Two types of blossoming were observed on male plants: (1) dormant flower buds
formed in clusters and blossomed in autumn or winter and (2) single flower buds,
with no dormant period, came in to full blossom with 5 sepals and 8 stamens.

1. Contribution No. 1086 from Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute.
2. Agronomist, Department of Agronomy, TARI, Wufeng, Taichung Hsien, Taiwan 431, ROC.
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Fig. 1. Types of growth habit of jojoba.
(1) Prostrate
(2) Leafy or Compact
(3) Open
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Fig. 2-A. Flowering pattern of iojoba.

(4) Dormant male flower buds.

(3) Clustered male flowers.

(6) Individual male buds.



Fig. 2-B. Flowering pattern of jojoba.
(7) Blooming male flowers with 5
sepals and 8 stamens.
(8) Dormant female flower buds.

(9) Blooming female flower,
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