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Research and Development of Banana in Taiwan

Shin-Chuan Hwang

Taiwan Banana Research Institute
Chiuju, Pingtung, Taiwan 90403

ABSTRACT

Banana is the most important fresh commodity for export in Taiwan.  Grown
under the subtropical climatic conditions, Taiwanese banana has a flavor superior to
those produced in tropical countries. A large amount of Taiwanese bananas has been
exported to Japan continuously in the past three decades, peaked in 1967 with an
amount of 26 millions boxes per annum. However. the banana industry in Taiwan has
shrunken dramatically since 1970 due to competition of the Philippine banana and the
occurrence of cultivation problems that are seriously affecting banana production
currently. ~ The amount of banana entering into the export trade was reduced to 3
millions in 1990. Due to its wide popularity in the Japanese market and an
additional Korean market open recently, there is a great potential of increasing export
trade of Taiwanese banana in the future. The Taiwan Provincial Fruit and Marketing
Cooperative has made a production plan to boost export of banana up to 8 millions
boxes per annum within three years. To accomplish this goal, researches are needed
to solve the following major production problems : the Panama disease, ripening disorder,
imbalance in production and market demand, high cost of production, and mechanical
damage to the skin of fruit as a result of inadequate postharvest handling. This
paper discusses the ways for the solution of these problems, and underlines the research
priorities in the future.  Advancement of technology in banana cultivation is essential
to maintain a prosperous banana business under increasingly competitiwlie conditions of

international banana export trade,

Key Words : Banana, Banana production, Panama disease, Ripening disorder
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