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Wilson, J, A,; — The Chemistry of Leather mannfacture.
Proctev ; — Principles of Leathev Mannfacture.

Procter’s ; — Leather Chnrists Focket-Dook.

SUMMARY

Acacia Confusa Merrill grows abundantly everywhere in Formosa, and it is generally
only utilized as fuel by Formosians. Its hark contains a large quantity of Tannin which
may be used as a tanning agent, but due to the fact that there are many other insoluble
and soluble non-Tannin elements containedg in the barks, the amount of Tannin being

-relatively decreased in order to make the tanning efficiency degenerate, the diffusion
slow, and the filling property poor. Thence it secems unsuitable for the Sole leather
manufacturing purpose.

The purpose of this expsriment is to advance its utilization with a sulphite treatm-
ent, by which the insoluble elements can Le dissolved out, Tanning proportion increased,
and the‘ diffusion improved. ' The results derived from the experiment should be briefly

narrated as follows
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1) The Acacia Confusa Merrill extract, after adding sulphite, insoluble elements
become soluble, and a part of which being transmuted into Tannin.

2) The amount of the efficient S0, in the suphite should be used within a limitation
between 3-159 (which is accounted according to the dry Acacia Confusa Merrill extr-
act), but an amount below 8%, if used, will get a better result.

3) After sulphuration, the percentages of whole sugar and reducing sugar involved
are remarkably reduced. »

4) The quantity of SO,, which combined with the Tannin, is increased proportionally
with the amount of the sulphite used.

5) The value of PH will increase as the sulphuration degreelexalted.

6) From the tanning experiment, it shows that when the efficient SO, is added to
a quantity below 5.259, the diffusion is excellent and the manufactured leather is also

proved to ber of good propetiy.
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