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Fig. 1. Stain of different insect eggs imburied in plant tissues.
a. Eggs of Thrips tabbci Lindeman stained with lactophenol acid fuchsin solution.
b. Eggs of Liriomyza brassicae (Riley) stained with lactophenol acid fuchsin solution.
c. Eggs of Thrips palmi Karny stained with lacophenol acid fuchsin solution.
d. Eggs of Rhipiphorothrips crueniatus Hood stained with 19 aqueous acid fuchsin
solution.
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Table 1. Comparison of the two methods for staining insect eggs.
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Different Staining Methods for Eggs of

Diminutive insects

Feng-Ming Lu

Summary

Eggs of many leaf miners and thrips are laid in the plant tissues. We used two staining
solutions in order to detect and count the eggs which are 1% aqueous acid fuchsin and
lactopenol acid fuchsin. The preceding solution is cheaper and no poison but need long
time to stain it. The other solution is more effective but costed higher and also poisoned
to the human nervous system. There fore, we usually heat it in water bath for the
rapid dipping of the thin leaf, and in immersion method of long period dipping for the
thick leaf, it will decrease the damage of the toxic phenol. In conclusion, we select the
proper staining method for the special purose. After treatment, the color of eggs became
deep red or purple red that were easier to observe.
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